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Making RCTC (even) Better:
We are delighted to tell you that, thanks to the
contributions of many members, the refurbishment
fund-raising appeal has been very successful. We
are quite close to achieving our £50,000 target.
With just a bit more help, we can get there!

October Edition:
This is the second newsletter of the sparkly new
2021/22 season and this Better Than The Last
features an update of the Refurbishment Appeal,
match reports, results and previews and a selection
of news from Radley and others clubs nationally and
internationally.

We thank the forty+ members and friends of the
club who are so kindly and generously supporting
this endeavour.

We hope you will find much of interest in these
pages, which carry significant news for Radley
members, as well as for, and from, the wider
community of Real Tennis.
Thank you, thank you, thank you for your
tremendous commitment to RCTC and support for
the team that loves running this club for you!
Please help us to reach our goal; a smarter, more
comfortable, stylish and better equipped club for
all our wonderful members and visitors!!! It is not
too late to play your part, participate and help us to
reach our goal, so if you have not made a
donation, please consider doing so.
There will be events organised to thank our donors
(the costs of which will be paid for by MHT and will
not come out of raised funds).
Relentlessly Positive
Positively Relentless

All donors who have given more than £120 (which
is the amount that the College did not collect in
membership fees during Covid) will be invited to an
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evening event at the court on Friday 14 January
2022, when we will be presenting a feast of
exhibition tennis, with supper, in our refurbished
clubroom. Please mark your diary.

but it is inevitable that there will be some dust, noise
and disruption. We apologise in advance for the
inconvenience and some unavoidable mess, but we
will do our utmost to ensure that any disturbance will
be minor.

The most significant donors will be invited to an
additional event; ‘A Vintage Evening’ at which
we will be able to toast the completion of the
refurbishment with Vintage Pol Roger
Champagne 2008, from the year of the court’s
opening, and have the opportunity to hear
Chris’s reminiscences and reflections on his 50
years as a professional (including some that did
not make it into his recent book ‘Marking Fifty
Years’).

It will all be worth it in the end!
Phase 1 - The upstairs viewing gallery will have new
kitchen and café facilities for our members, who will be
able to make themselves tea and coffee and use this
space to work and socialise before and after playing.
The lighting up there will be improved. A monitor will
be installed on which action from our court and
elsewhere can be streamed and on which scores can
be displayed.

It would be splendid to achieve even broader and
deeper participation in this programme of
improvement - and this is your last chance to be
included on a display board that will honour the
Donors, as the Appeal will be closed at the end of
October.
We will acknowledge the gifts made on a Donors’
Board that will be displayed in the clubroom, and it
will include ‘Anon’ for those who prefer not to be
named. This new Donor Board will sit alongside the
original panel celebrating those who supported the
building of the court thirteen of years ago.
The following link provides details of the various
ways in which donations can be made online or by
more traditional means, through the charitable
entity, the Radley Foundation:
https://www.radley.org.uk/support-us/real-tennis.

THE RADLEY
FOUNDATION

It begins…

Phase 2 – The area of the clubroom leading to the
court door will be improved. Kit bag and shoe
storage will be installed, and bench seating
provided to make the changing of shoes, stowing of
belongings and preparation for play easier. Power
points and chargers will be provided for phones and
laptops.

The funds already in place meant that we could
begin the refurbishment, as planned, in early
October. The works will last throughout the fourth
quarter of the year but be completed before the end
of the year (w hope).

Phase 3 – The clubroom will have a change of
furniture and function, with flexible seating to face
the court or the wall-mounted TV screen on which
play can be streamed or archived footage screened.

The work will be phased, so that the club can
continue to function as normally as possible,
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Victor Till will also be joining the Radley team, from
early November, straight from the Royal Marines, and
is looking forward greatly to starting his new career at
the age of 30.

An area for stretching will be created, making it
easier to warm-up and cool-down before and
after playing. Just a few minutes’ work here will
make a huge difference to the likelihood of
injuries as a result of playing.
Phase 4 – The Pros’ workspace will be improved,
with, amongst other things, a new workbench and
kitchenette.
RCTC Professional News
Welcome to our new Trainee Professional, Josh
King, who joined the club at the end of September.
He has a handicap of 25 and will be working hard to
combine improving his own game as well as learning
the ‘Radley Method’ of club management. It is
possible that he is the tallest-ever Professional,
standing 6’5”, but I am ready to be corrected on this.

Radley in the West Country
If you have never played at the Bristol court, please
come and visit, and if you have played there already,
please come again.
CJR is bringing his experience and dedication to
bear, and we are off to a rapid start. The hours of
court usage were averaging 35 a week in the three
months before Team Radley arrived but were up to
56 by the end of our first week and to 78 by the end
of the second one. Projections are that 90 hours of
usage will be achieved very soon, helped by the
recruitment of over 20 new Adult and Student
members who have joined the club in the past two
weeks.

Josh King in action at Middlesex, where he started
playing the game as a student.

An email has been circulated to all members about
short-term changes to the Pro team, but in case you
missed it, here is the detail again.
Radley College have most generously agreed to the
secondment of CJR as a consulting Head
Professional to the Bristol Real Tennis Club from 1
October. It is expected that this sojourn in the West
Country will last six months, and so extra resources
are needed at RCTC to provide support for Nino.
MHT will be spending time in Bristol too, as well as
overseeing the transformation of the off-court space
at Radley for at least one day a week.

The Bristol Real Tennis Court is building number 3 on this map
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scale model of the Radley court is proving to be a
formidable challenge to the architect of the scheme,
Matthew Anderson.

RCTC members who have told us about their friends
and family in the Bristol area, and we have already
been able to introduce a number of them to the
game. We will follow up on all leads that you may
have, so please pass the details of any other
potential players on to CJR, using his usual Radley
contact details.

He reports that the design and the finished table will
be a significant addition to the portfolio that he will
submit as part of his A Level in Design Technology
and the originality of the scheme should find favour
with the examiners. It has not proved possible to
complete the project by the start of the new school
year, given technical challenges and the complexity
of the design. Half-term was another target, but it
looks as if the timing will run alongside that of the
clubroom refurbishment.

Golden Years
On 14 September 2021, CJR celebrated the Fiftieth
Anniversary of the start of his extraordinary career
in real tennis. The T&RA website carried an article
of its ‘News’ page about Chris’s career in tennis:
https://www.tennisandrackets.com/news/fifty-yearsago-today.
To read more about the game when he came into it
and how it has changed since then, you should dip
into his latest publication Marking Fifty Years.

The finished real tennis table will be painted in the
same livery as the full-size real tennis court.
Club Tournament News
The Head Professional at the Oxford University
Tennis Club in 1971 was Peter Dawes, who wrote
thus to CJR after reading his book:

Barely had the lobster bisque (the centre-piece of
the lunch at the RSPB Tournament, being The
Radley Society for the Preservation of Bisques),
gone cold, than it was time for the second of Chris
Lintott’s tournament creations to be held.

‘Gosh, little did l think, when that long haired,
bearded labourer put his head round the door, what
l would be taking on.

Not the Varsity Match 7 was held at Radley and
Oxford over the weekend of 18 and 19 September,
with teams representing Oxford and Cambridge
vying for the diminutive trophy, exquisitely
fashioned from the foil top of a bottle of Pol Roger,
by Sarah Lambie.

I must say it was the very best decision l ever made
and the impact you have made on so many courts
and the players you have introduced around the
world has changed the game in so many ways.’
Other RCTC News

Grateful thanks go to Chris Peri, Manager of the
Oxonians and organiser of an excellent dinner at
Branca in Jericho on the Saturday night. The food,
drinks and company were excellent, but those

The Second Court at Radley
The REAL Table Tennis Table project continues
apace and the design and construction of a 1:14
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This tournament was held on Sunday 12 September
at Radley, as it has been for the past several years
and was organised, once again, by Mick Dean.

sitting at some of the tables in the outside garden
were startled by having an unexpected view into a
private room where a hen party was taking place,
complete with the traditional trappings of male
strippers dressed as policemen. Raucous was not
the word…

Fine doubles play was on show from all four pairs in
the draw and the competition was won by outgoing
T&RA Chairman, David Watson. He teamed up with
Richard Compton-Burnett and they beat the field that
included the Radley pairing of Mick Dean (a previous
winner) and Paul Kettle, who finished in third place.

Christie Marrian did sterling work once more as
Manager of the Light Blue side, and Chris Lintott
orchestrated the whole and provided the excellent
lunch on Sunday.

The tournament was not without drama, off court as
well as on it. Paul Weaver, Director of the British
Junior Academy and indefatigable player of Singles
and Doubles to a fine standard, suffered a heart
attack on the way home and blacked out at the wheel.
Miraculously, no other vehicles were involved. He
emerged from his wrecked car with bruising only and
is making a rapid recovery. We wish him a speedy
return to full fitness.

Many thanks to everyone who took part and to CJR
and Nino, Andrew Davis and Craig Greenhalgh who
marked at their respective courts. The Dark Blues
triumphed but were reminded repeatedly at the
presentation (while all present enjoyed the
champagne so generously provided by Pol Roger),
that the results of the previous six iterations are
heavily in favour of Cambridge, which is where the
NtVM8 will take place next year.

T&RA 2021 Category Tournaments:

National RT News

Amateur tournament play in the 2021/22 season
kicked off in September with the T&RA 2021
Category Tournaments, played at various courts
from G (handicaps over 60, which was played at The
Oratory from 3-5 Sept). through to B (H10-19, at The
Hyde from 17-19 September).

“David will be a hard act to follow”, says Fred
Satow, the incoming Chairman of the T&RA. David
Watson has filled the role with distinction for the
past eight years. The final piece of evidence of the
many innovations he has introduced is the change
of livery of the T&RA, with new branding, logo,
website, typeface and the strapline; ‘A Future Built
On History’.

Radley members have achieved some notable
successes, with two all-Radley Finals so far. Below
are some reflections on their matches by Radley
players.

An article about Fred appears on the T&RA
website:
https://www.tennisandrackets.com/news/succession
-of-the-chairman.

Category E Open Championship for Handicaps 40-44:
Wellington College Tennis Club
Chris Manson bt Martin McNair 6-4, 6-3.

Do take a look at the new video promoting real
tennis and rackets on YouTube, via this link:

Martin reports: ‘No real war stories but my take on
the match was: evenly and hard fought first set;
purple patch for Chris in the second set to see him
reach a 5.1 lead; mini fightback to 5.3 leading to a
6.3 victory.
From my perspective the outstanding part was
Chris’s volleying; I had a few decent forces on
target, but he adopted a “they shall not pass”
approach to good effect.

https://youtu.be/Y6UX5KFWulo.
National Tournament News
Seniors:
The British Over
Championship

60s

Amateur

Doubles
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and immediately realised that a) it really worked on
the Hatfield House Court and b) for some reason
my opponent didn’t like it. That turned the tide for
that match and subsequent ones.’
Category G Open Championships for Handicaps
60-69:
In Round 1, Jenny Jones won in 3 sets: 6-2, 3-6,
6-5, but lost in R2 to the eventual Category G
winner
Jenny Jones remembers: ‘My epic opening round
match took 1 hour and 50 minutes! I was absolutely
shattered by the end of it, to the extent that I had
nothing left in the tank for my R2 match at 9am the
next day. It was fun to play off level though - it helps
to give a real representation of where one stands,
when not protected by handicap.’

Radley members Martin McNair and Chris Manson before the Final
of the Category E British Handicap Championship at Wellington.

Juniors:

Category E Open Championship for Handicaps
40-44:

The British Junior Academy – Lord’s

Plate Competition for first round losers:
Lucas Garvin bt Ben Geytenbeck 6-3, 2-6, 6-4

There was a tournament at Lord’s on Sunday 26
Sept in which the Junior Development Squad, run
by Mike Henman, at which Radley members
Magnus Garson, Florent Brethon (absent) and
Henry Henman (below), who are all in the World
Top 10 for Juniors, took on seasoned players.

Ben Geytenbeck comments: ‘It was a bit of a
strange match with lots of momentum shifts and a
minor interruption as a bird managed to find its way
into the court.’
Category D Open Championship for Handicaps 35-39:
Hatfield House Tennis Club
Tim Robinson bt James Kempton 6-1, 6-4
James Kempton writes: ‘There is little to say, I'm
afraid. I comfortably won my first-round match 6-1,
6-3. I had a walkover in the semis, courtesy of an
unfortunate car crash that my would-be opponent
suffered (he is fine), and then Tim comfortably beat
me in the final. I was improving, as the score-line
suggests, and had I but played my semi-final earlier
in the day for further court familiarisation...
But no, Tim beat me consummately.’
Tim Robinson reflects: ‘For those of us who don’t
play on other courts that often, I learned the
importance of varying serve to see what works on a
different court. This will sound obvious but in the
heat of my first match I didn’t focus on this enough.
When I was one set down and battling in the
second, it was only then that I tried a Demi-Piquet
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The juniors acquitted themselves extremely
well, recording some fine wins, and Henry’s run
of form has continued since then, as he won the
Oxford Club Open Singles Championship on 3
October and moved to his best-ever handicap.
His was, at 14, the youngest-ever winner of the
OUTC Singles title and his handicap stands
currently at 25.2.

win in the final rubber of their match against Radley at
RCTC, on their way to the 2019 title.

Well played, Henry, on another splendid
achievement!

The dates of the various rounds will be as follows:

The draw has been announced for this season’s event
and the proves to be an extremely favourable one for us.
Radley has a ‘bye’ through the Qualifying Round and we
have Home games all the way to the Final. We will do
our best to capitalise on this good fortune.

Qualifying Round – Sunday 17 October
Round 1 – Sunday 14 November
Round 2 – Sunday 5 December (Quarter Finals) Round
3 – Sunday 23 January 2022 (Semi Finals) Round 4 –
Sunday 8 March 2022 (Final, which will be played at
The Hyde, Bridport).

The Brodie Cup:
The Brodie Cup is a national inter-club team
competition, played at different courts between
September and March each year. Teams of
seven players (three singles players and two
doubles pairs), play the best of three 6-game sets
off level.

Maggie has been in direct contact with eligible and
potential players, now that the qualifying date of 1 Sept
has passed and the draw has been published.
We are always keen to field a side made up of Radley
College boys and senior club members, but we
recognise that ‘away’ fixtures can be difficult for the
boys, given their other commitments at Radley on
Sundays and that attending Chapel is not optional.
A strong team has been assembled for the first match
in a month’s time and we will follow its progress with
great interest.
The Field Trophy

The Brodie Cup, flanked by the prizes, provided by sponsors Pol Roger

The Field Trophy was the name of the ‘British
Invitational Championship’ until 1975, at which point
the Field Trophy was awarded to the winner of an
inter-club competition.

The three singles rubbers are played by H30, H40
and H50 players and the two doubles rubbers are for
H35 and H45 pairs. Players’ handicaps are taken on
1 September and although some improvement is
allowed during the course of the competition, the
team captains need to be pretty nimble to negotiate
the rules of the competition and ensure eligibility for
their players at every stage.
Radley has fielded a team every year since 2014 and
we have a strong record, and a special kind of rivalry
with Oxford, with whom we have contested the Final
on three occasions. We won back-to-back titles
against OUTC in 2017 and 2018 and Radley has
reached the Semi-Final stage on five occasions. The
current holders are Seacourt, who recorded a fine
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This is the second of the three major inter-club
eam competitions (the third being the Brodie Cup
and the premier one being the Pol Roger Trophy,
to which entry must be gained via promotion from
The Field Trophy). The format of all three
competitions is identical, with three singles and two
doubles rubbers and a team of seven on each side.
The name of the trophy harks back to the years
when The Field magazine was a sponsor of major
real tennis tournaments and had extensive
coverage of the game in its pages. The name
lingers on, but, sadly, it is many decades since The
Field was actively involved in sponsoring or
reporting on real tennis, more’s the pity.

Would all those who have expressed an interest in playing
please note that the full and revised list of FSTVL fixtures
is as follows:

Radley has never before entered a team for the
Field Trophy, but on Sat 4 Dec at Radley, the finest
players we can assemble (containing several
former and current club champions) will be on
court and doing battle against Holyport.

2021
Sat 16 Oct – HOME v. Moreton Morrell
Sat 4 Dec – AWAY v. Oxford

Members and guests will be most welcome to
come to watch this and any other of our club
matches.

2022
Sat 15 Jan– AWAY v. Oratory Sat
29 Jan – HOME v. Hardwick Sat 19
Feb – AWAY v. Leamington Sun 3
April – AWAY v. Holyport

Franklin Solicitors Thames Valley League:
This popular inter-club team doubles competition was
last won by Oxford in 2019, with Radley as RunnersUp. Oxford retained the title due to Covid preventing
the completion of the 2020 event. We were only one
point behind Oxford and so we feel pretty sore about
being denied a nail-biting finish last year.

Maggie has been in touch directly with players who
have represented Radley in the competition in
previous years, but anyone new to the competition
who would like to play in any of the fixtures should
contact her on maggie.ht@btinternet.com.
International Club News

The FSTVL 2022 is already in progress and the
established format continues. Pairs representing the
30s, 40s, 50s and 60s handicap bands play three best
of 6-games marked sets, off handicap, with the
emphasis rather more on enjoyment than tooth-andnail competition.

France –
Chinon:
The Instagram page ‘jeu_de _paume_chinon’ has
continued to feature photos of the ongoing
restoration works at 10 Jeu de Paume, in the
medieval town centre of Chinon. The court is now
so much of a near-reality that it has its own club
logo, featured below, with a photo showing the
superb mid-16C herring-bone timbers of the roof
that are currently clad in the much-less magnificent
corrugated iron sheeting.

We are most grateful to those who played in the first
match this year, at home against Wellington on Sun 26
September. The truth must be told, that it was not our
most glorious performance, as the strong Wellington
side carried away the spoils, winning by seven sets to
our two. The competition has a long way to go, so
onwards and upwards!
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Thierry Bernard-Tambour and British expat
Simon Berry are leading the Chinon court
restoration project and welcome any donations
to that cause.

The structure was given protection in 2015 and is subject
to archaeological analysis as well as a massive
reconstruction project. In addition to the court, a club
house, Pro workshop and a garden will be created on the
plot.
As a reminder of the magnitude of the task, below is a
photo of the current frontage of the court:

This building is the only surviving of the five courts
that existed in the town and is an unlikely survivor,
having been threatened with demolition at
numerous times.

Below, is Radley member Lea Van Der Zwalmen inside
the building, showing intent, with a racquet in her hand:

The tennis court was a carousel for cavalry horses
at the end of the 18C, then used a coach house for
carriages, further downgraded to become a stable
and latterly, and humiliatingly, a poultry warehouse.
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sports pages.

An article about Lea appeared in the first issue of
the magazine Courts, published on 1 October and it
is reproduced on the T&RA website:

Not Temple. Almost any story on sports misbehavior,
cheating, double dealing by officials or any form of
exploiting a sport for personal gain would elicit an email
directing the reporter to come to Prince’s Court to
witness a sport in which these things never happen.
The reporters never came.
Indeed, they rarely answered. Temple soldiered on.

https://www.tennisandrackets.com/news/doubletrouble-lea-van-der-zwalmen-rackets-worldchampion-and-real-tennis-world-number-2.
Lea joined Team Radley in Bordeaux last
summer and stayed on there, having started a
job locally. As a national elite player she was
permitted to play on the tennis court there
throughout the lengthy lockdowns and spent a
good deal of time on court with the Head Pro
and World Number Five, Nicky Howell.

Technically, Temple was a teacher but his second
career following retirement was sportsman, an exemplar
of the finest traditions of that craft.
He taught 10- to 12-year-old boys, first at Allan
Stevenson School in New York and later at Landon
near Washington.

USA –
Washington

Grown-ups were often surprised when he would ask if
anyone needed to go to the bathroom before the start of
the journey. You learn to do that when you teach fifth
grade.

We were greatly saddened to hear of the death of
Temple Grassi, a leading member of the
Washington club and a generous and unfailingly
enthusiastic supporter of Court Tennis in the USA.

He taught generations of boys about the Civil War by
taking them to Gettysburg and making them re- enact
Pickett’s Charge. I suspect many more lessons were
learned running up the hill then would have been
remembered from a recitation of regiments and tactics.
In math, he would skip whole chapters deeming
them unnecessary. The one on counting systems to
the base six rather than the base 10 comes
particularly to mind, but he did teach fractions and
decimals… as needed.

I feel it is appropriate to quote in full the splendid
tribute to the late Temple Grassi by long-time
friend, travel companion, co-conspirator, fundraiser, fund- giver and fellow real tennis fanatic,
Haven Pell.
‘FAREWELL, THE AMBASSADOR
Clearly the title should be Farewell, Mr.
Ambassador, but nobody ever called Temple Grassi
“Mr. Ambassador.”
Had they done so he would have been one among
many, but “The Ambassador” made him unique.

Though Temple might have skipped the odd
chapter in the fifth-grade math workbook, he was
clearly an accomplished mathematician otherwise
his backgammon addiction would have cost him
dearly.

The inadvertent word choice grew over time to
reflect reality. Temple Grassi was a most unusual
fellow but now he is gone, and we are less.

Far more important than arcane aspects of math, he
taught boys to stand up, shake hands, look him in
the eye and say their names — both first and last —
without mumbling.

Too few people aspire to be unusual and I’m not
sure Temple did either. He just was. It seemed that
he let it happen rather than trying to make it
happen.

Temple was the teacher of choice if you cared
about what kind of person your son might grow up
to be. Unfortunately, over his career, that objective
declined in importance to parents who came to
prefer the prestige of college stickers on the back of
the family SUV. So, Temple retired and became a

Large numbers of people go long periods of time
without emailing Washington Post reporters to
decry the absence of court tennis coverage in the
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sportsman, and this led to his becoming The
Ambassador.

As navigator, it fell to Temple to tell me what to do next
as I tried to avoid head on collisions by being on the
wrong side of the road.

Neither of us remembers when or where we
met, but we both thought it was in the early to
mid-1980s at the start of the Quixotic mission to
build a court tennis court in Washington.

The somewhat prehistoric system, it had a fatal flaw.
Concentrating on the pages made Temple carsick.
As is well known, one of England’s great contributions
to civilization is the roundabout. MapQuest views this as
four commands: turn right; turn left; continue past some
number of turnings; turn right again. Each had its own
separate line on a set of MapQuest directions.

There will be no recounting of that story
because those who want to know it already
do and those who don’t know it really don’t
need to.

Because of the car sickness, Temple would have to
close the notebook after each direction, and we would
circle the roundabout several times as we scrambled to
reopen it to the correct page.

Besides, it extends over the better part of four
decades. True, this omission puts me in the
same category as the Washington Post reporters
who ignored his emails and I know Temple will
be disappointed in my not telling you every
detail, but I do think you are the better for it.

On one occasion, in Reading, we became so lost that
we had to spread a proper map out on the hood of the
car. It is entirely possible that everything since 1999
has been an out of body experience and that Temple
and I are still standing by the side of the road trying to
figure out how to get out of Reading.

Our time playing together in Washington
extended from September 1997, when we had
to hit just a few balls even though the paint on
the lines was still wet, through late May or early
June 2021, when we played with Robert
Liberace, the artist who is painting the portrait
that will hang in the Grassi room at the new
Prince’s Court at Westwood Country Club.

For years, Temple refused to play golf. He thought he
would become addicted. Eventually he relented and he
did become addicted. The game gave him many
opportunities to use one of his favorite expressions:
“mistakes were made.” This was said most often when
recording the scores though, in recent years, there
seemed to be a decline in the importance of that
nefarious practice.

Our travels took us to England, Scotland, France,
and Australia and to the other courts in the United
States, all as chronicled in Around the World in 50
Courts, soon to be a major motion picture.
Temple was always the navigator. Some things
were absolutes and driving on the wrong side of the
road was one of them. He would never do it and
this became a factor on our trips to England, some
of which took place before the perfection of the
GPS let alone a GPS on your phone.

Temple also refused to be involved with Facebook
or any other social media. Again, he feared
addiction. Probably wisely. Can you imagine
anyone who would have been better at it?
Even in person, he knew everyone’s first and last
names, where they went to school and college to
say nothing of the team nicknames and mascots of
their alma maters. Can you imagine unleashing that
force on Facebook? Like the phrase, “I coulda been
a contendah,” Temple might have become an
influencer. Stand aside Kardashians.

The solution at the time was MapQuest, which
provided turn by turn written directions. The
downside was that everything had to be planned in
detail before leaving the United States because who
takes a printer to England?
I would create a notebook divided by day, and the
detailed routing would be printed out, three-hole
punched and put in the correct order.

How do you mark a life?
Temple had one marriage to Ellie, a truly lovely
woman. Perhaps long-suffering at times but one
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who used the words “that incredible spirit” in an
email and telling friends he was leaving the
hospital to come home to hospice.

The last words I said to Temple when I left his bedside
were, “please get Freddy Prince, Robin Martin and
Chick Cudlip together to get started on the next new
court.

He has three daughters, who might have
resisted his “how to behave” lessons as
children, but who now remind us how important
it is to turn out to be a good grown-up.

He might. It would be in keeping for one who has done
more for a small game than nearly anyone else.

He has several lovely grandchildren who
knew exactly how to stick his favorite Prince’s
Court tattoos to his arm as they stood by his
bedside on his final day.

Play up! Play up! And play the game.

Temple would be disappointed if I did not end
with one of his favorite poems: Vitae
Lampada, by Sir Henry Newboldt, which I
could not possibly read without breaking up.
Vitai Lampada
(“They Pass On The Torch of Life”)

Godspeed, my friend.’

Nobody knew the meaning of those words better than
“The (one and only) Ambassador,” Temple Grassi.

What a fine tribute in every way by Haven Pell. I
particularly enjoyed the idea, conjured by 'Vitae
Lampada', of Temple playing, watching and enjoying the
subtle intricacies of cricket, which is surely an evenstranger game to most Americans than Court/Real
Tennis.

There’s a breathless hush in the Close to-night —
Ten to make and the match to win —
A bumping pitch and a blinding light,
An hour to play and the last man in.
And it’s not for the sake of a ribboned coat,
Or the selfish hope of a season’s fame,
But his Captain’s hand on his shoulder smote —
‘Play up! play up! and play the game!’

We thought that our readers would like to know that
Sir Henry Newbolt gained a Scholarship to Clifton
College before going up to Oxford. This fact has a
particular resonance about it now that CJR and
MHT have taken temporary leave from Radley
College to move to Clifton College (well, their
Sports Ground, anyway, although not including The
Close, its cricket ground, referenced in Newbolt’s
poem) for a stint helping at the Bristol Real Tennis
Club.

The sand of the desert is sodden red, —
Red with the wreck of a square that broke; —
The Gatling’s jammed and the Colonel dead,
And the regiment blind with dust and smoke.
The river of death has brimmed his banks, And
England’s far, and Honour a name,
But the voice of a schoolboy rallies the ranks:
‘Play up! play up! and play the game!’

You may also be pleased to know that 'The Sailing
of the Long-Ships and other Poems', by Newbolt, a
volume of his poems published in 1902, was
dedicated to that superb Victorian real tennis player,
Sir Edward Grey, who was Amateur Champion in
1889, 1891, 1895, 1896 and 1898.

This is the word that year by year,
While in her place the School is set,
Every one of her sons must hear, And
none that hears it dare forget. This
they all with a joyful mind
Bear through life like a torch in flame,
And falling fling to the host behind —
‘Play up! play up! and play the game!’

He was runner-up in 1892, 1893 and 1894, which
were the years in which he held office in the Liberal
administration before he became the longest
continuously-serving Foreign Secretary in British
history, from 1905-1916.

For Temple, it could never have been about the
ribboned coat. What was important was how you
behaved in the square that broke.
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As reported in our last issue, one of the main club
entertainment spaces will be named in Temple Grassi’s
honour and will be known as ‘The Grassi Room’. Haven
Pell referred to this in is his valedictory piece on p10-12
and an impression of what that room will look like appears
below.

Sir Edward Grey, one of the finest tennis players of his
generation, does not look like man with a sparkling sense of
humour, although with the weight of his political
responsibilities, that is hardly surprising.

Grey also served as Ambassador to the US
from 1919-20, which has a nice linkage to
Haven’s tribute to Temple Grassi.
From The Grassi Room (above), spectators will be able to
look down onto the tennis court (below):

Additionally, Newbolt and Grey were both members
of the politically Liberal (it is important for US
citizens to remember that this is not a term of
abuse in the UK) and Imperialist monthly dining
club: The Coefficients. It was set up by the Social
Reformers Sidney and Beatrice Webb in 1902, who
sought members across the political spectrum (and
included HG Wells and Bertrand Russell).
Not many people know that, but many people do
know of Grey’s prophetic comment made with an
hour to go before the UK’s ultimatum to Germany
expired in August 1814. He was looking down from
the Foreign Office windows at the gas lights being
lit below and said: “The lamps are going out all over
Europe; we shall not see them lit again in our
lifetime.”
Westwood, VA

The Last Gallery and The Last Word

Reports on the new-build project at the Westwood
Country Club continue to be most encouraging. A
reasonable winter should see the court completed by
early Summer 2022.

Four very different photos appear this week in ‘The
Last Gallery’.
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The first is of a sweater that I darned about 3-4
years ago for one of our members. He has
never asked for it back and I can’t recall who
left it with me.
I remember being told that it was his wife’s
Cambridge University Women’s Boat Club
sweater, and a very fine one too. I would love
to reunite it with its rightful owner. Can you
help?

Perhaps Mac, and the rest of us, should take a leaf out
of Nick Wood’s book and play our shots like this:

The second is a lovely photo of the revered and
much-lamented thespian, Sir Ralph Richardson,
playing at Jesmond Dene. I have been told that
he used to turn up to play on an enormous
motorbike and in full leathers until well into his
80s.

Now there is technique to emulate - and almost
everything looks better in black and white. What
a fine photo of the Head Pro from Hampton
Court Palace in a characteristically elegant and
athletic position.

‘Howl, howl, howl…’ may be the cry from one of the twentieth
century’s great King Lears.

The Last Word

The third is a recent shot of Mac Bailey, whose
follow-through on a serve took the racquet clean
out of his hand and onto the penthouse roof. I
believe it sits there still…

Richard Travers (our regular Australian
correspondent) recently told me that he credited
the then men’s World Number 1, Lachie
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Deuchar, in the December 1990 RMTC
newsletter with having discovered the most
felicitous anagram of ‘Etchebaster’, which
was ‘Better chase’. How apt!
Inspired by that idea, last month’s competition
was to come up with the best tennis-related
anagram from the name of one of the current or
past World Champions. A list of the names of
top male and female players was suggested,
and we are delighted to announce the winning
entry, which was provided by Professor Chris
Lintott, the Astrophysicist and wordsmith. His
submission reads:
‘Robert Leo Fahey: He be Oratory Elf’!

A Trio of World Champions

Enjoy your tennis!
This Newsletter, the second of the 2021-2022 season, was
compiled by Maggie Henderson-Tew, Club Captain.
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