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The First Newsletter of the 2020 Season
It has been over four months since the first
lockdown ended and here we are, heading into the
second. Events over the weekend have forced a
considerable re-write of this newsletter and the new
restrictions on play are set out below.

Thank you for the continuing support you give to
your club and our Professionals, for flooding back to
play as soon as restrictions were eased enough for
indoor sports to be played again and for making
Radley such a vibrant place, with or without Covid
restrictions.

However, lest we forget….

We regret very much that our members will not be
able to play again until the end of Lockdown 2,
when these new national restrictions are eased.

We are delighted that so many of our members
have felt confident enough about the measures we
have had in place over the past four months to book
and play…and play they have. The court has
recorded spectacular levels of use (although it is
never exactly quiet) and the enthusiasm of our
members has meant that booking well ahead has
been essential.
Running at capacity every day, during our open
hours of 8am-10pm each day, means we have
continued to record a higher level of utilisation than
any other club in the UK, even those with two
courts.
Radley College Tennis Club
Covid-19 Containment

We shall endure –
Real tennis balls in the collection of
The Museum of Oxford

We have revised Radley’s Covid containment rules
regularly, remaining at the pragmatic end of the
spectrum, and we anticipate that the same
approach will prevail when general play for our
members can re-commence.
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A copy of the most up-to-date protocol will be
circulated before the court re-opens and will be
displayed prominently at the court.

Radley…’must be seen to be acting within the spirit
- and specifics - of government guidelines and at
the same time we want to maintain our core aims of
maintaining normality and protecting the health and
welfare of pupils and staff.

Lockdown 2
No sooner had we told you about the club’s
response to the challenge of many of our members
being adversely affected by the move of Oxford City
into Tier 2 than we find ourselves facing another
lockdown. We have had communications from the
T&RA and from Radley College, and we will let you
know about any further material changes as soon
as we are aware of them.

Many of us will be frustrated and/or worried by the
national picture and the implications it has for us. It
is inevitable that we will not all agree with every
decision made, whether by the College or other
authorities.
Can I please ask for all staff, whatever our
concerns, to be relentlessly positive over the
coming six weeks. If we can be cheerful,
understanding, and willing to help and go the extra
mile, we will all find it easier.’

The Radley Warden, John Moule, writes:
‘In accordance with government regulations, Sports
Centre, Swimming Pool, Real Tennis Club, Astros
and the Golf Course will not be open to external
guests or for personal staff use. They will be open
for use by boys and staff supervising.’
Real tennis play for Radley club members will
continue as booked until midnight on Wednesday.
Then, as The Warden states, from Thursday 5
November, the only people permitted to play on the
Radley Court will be College boys and those
supervising them. From that date, the club, with
great regret, will be closed all its other members
until further notice.

Ready and waiting

The Professional Team
Radley College will not be furloughing any staff but
redeploying those whose current jobs are not
required during Lockdown 2. The College Council
does not feel it is right to be seeking any
Government financial support on this occasion and
will be absorbing the costs of keeping all staff on full
pay.
This means that, with characteristic concern for its
staff and determination to ‘do the right thing’, the
College will continue to pay the Real Tennis Pros as
if the court were running normally.

Lasting for centuries –
A Real Tennis ball in the collection of
The Museum of London

John Moule adds:
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CJR has been back in harness at Radley for six
weeks but has already clocked up an absurd
number of hours. He knows no other way.
However, you may have noticed that he has not
been on court as much recently, as he is nursing an
injury to his wrist.

CJR tells me that the players in the back row were
wearing their sweatshirts backwards. The annals
show that Julian Snow beat Rob Fahey in the Final,
saving match points on the way.

This injury was sustained by making several
hundred balls for the Bordeaux club, during the
three months he spent there over the summer, but
without the correct tools. Getting the part-made
balls into shape by hammering them against a
concrete floor has proved not to be good for his
wrist. It is, after all, ‘jeu de paume’ not ‘jeu de
poignet’. Do not try this at home.

Back Row: Colin Lumley; Steve Ronaldson; Paul Tabley; Mike
Gooding; Graham Hyland; Chris Bray; Matty Hayward
Front Row: CJR; Lachie Deuchar; Julian Snow; Wayne Davies; Adam
Mickleburgh; Jonathan Howell

A French Champion
From one French champion to another…
When ‘Team Radley +’ was running the Jeu de
Paume de Bordeaux, in the summer of 2020, a
young French school leaver joined us as the ‘+’. I
wrote briefly about Florent Brethon in the last
Newsletter, but to refresh your memory, here is a bit
more about him. Florent, joined us in Bordeaux
from his home in Poitiers, having never seen a real
tennis court before, let alone played the game. A
more-than-handy lawn tennis player, he had been a
ball boy at the French Open at Roland Garros,
rising through the ranks to become Head Ball Boy.

CJR and Maggie remained in Bordeaux until early
September, just before the arrival of the newly
appointed Head Professional, Nick Howell. About
three days after Nick had started his new job, all
indoor sports were closed down by the city
authorities ‘for two weeks’, but they have remained
shut ever since. With the dire Covid-19 numbers in
France, it seems unlikely that the court will re-open
before Christmas.
One of the jobs Maggie did at the Bordeaux court
was sorting out its collection of pictures. There are
many from the old court in Merignac that was
demolished in 2014. Amongst the dusty prints of
distinguished players and venerable courts, one fine
photo caught my eye.

Although his principal objective in spending time
with us in Bordeaux was to improve his English,
Florent gained an unexpected bonus. He took to
our game very quickly, improved at a startling rate,
and within a month of first playing the game was
reckoned to be the new French U18 number one,
with a handicap in the mid-30s.

The competitors in the 1992 Open de France are
gathered on the old Merignac court.

He had to return to Poitiers before the end of
August to start his engineering degree course.
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Florent has enjoyed his short experience of real
tennis very much and now rather regrets not
choosing a university near one of the few tennis
courts in France, rather than Rouen University.

Tournament News
YES! It is true. There has been a tournament,
which is a rare event in these Covid-disrupted days.

He is determined to play tennis whenever his
timetable and finances allow, and so, after a gap of
about a month without playing, Florent heading up
to Fontainebleau to take part in the national
tournament, La Raquette Bronze (for players in the
handicap range of 30-40) on 27 September.

We were delighted to host the British Junior Singles
Championships 2020 for the U12s on Saturday 31
October and for the U14s on Sunday 1 November.
The two other age category events, the U16s and
U18s, were held simultaneously at Wellington.
Radley was represented by: Hugo Donald and
Lazlo Garson in the U12s; Henry Henman and his
cousin Theodore Henman in the U14s; Ambrose
Garson in the U16s: and Magnus Garson in the
U18s.

Lea Van Der Zwalmen was there to cheer him on,
send us progress reports and to report that he put
up a great performance and won the title
convincingly, beating the club President, Thierry
Bernard-Tambour (whose birthday, curiously, is
today).

A match report from Tournament Director and
Director of Junior Tennis, Paul Weaver,
forms the basis of what follows:
British Junior Singles Championships 2020
DAY 1
The flagship junior event of the year, postponed
from August, got off to a flying start yesterday. The
U12 event was held at Radley with Laszlo Garson
(Radley) winning the critical point at 5-5 all, 40 all
against Algernon Nottingham (Wellington) to go
through to the final.
In the final, he came up against last years’ winner
and defending champion, Max Warner. Still only 9
years old Max, was determined to retain his title and
pulled away after sharing the first 6 games to take
the title 6-3. Max is pictured with Henry Weekes.

Florent Brethon
Le Champion de la Raquette Bronze de France 2020.

We have invited Florent to come to Radley next
summer and we hope that he will come and join the
Professional team as an intern.
Max Warner, successful defended his British U12 Singles title,
and is pictured with Henry Weekes

We know you will enjoy getting to know him, as he
is a delightful young man and a real talent on court.
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The following day, when he came back to play in
the U14s tournament, Max told me that Laszlo had
pushed him the previous day to play the best match
of his life. Laszlo has not been playing this game for
long and his tennis future looks bright.

In the Final, Henry finally met his match and he lost
to Henry Henman (Radley), the number one seed
and odds on favourite, 6-1 6-0.
One of three Henries in the draw, ‘Our’ Henry has
now added the U14 title to the French U13 and the
British U12 titles and, having just had his 14th
birthday, now moves on into the U16 category.

Congratulations are due to all boys involved for their
sportsmanship, determination and skill on court.
While we were enjoying some special moments at
Radley, the U16 event was being played at
Wellington. The final group consisted of Bertie
Vallat (Queen’s), James Rossiter (Queens) and
Max Trueman (Seacourt) with James and Max
going through to play in the final. Although James
performed well and shared some great rallies, Max
was far too strong, winning fairly comfortably in the
end 6-1, 6-2 to take the title back to Seacourt.
Results:
U12 Max Warner bt Laszlo Garson 6-3
U16 Max Trueman bt James Rossiter 6-1, 6-2.
DAY 2
The U14 event took place at Radley. There were
many fine performances, but the story of the day
was Henry Weekes (RTC) making it through from
the first group all the way to the final, and belying
his handicap of 71, with performances that would
have done credit to a player nearly 25 points better.

The British U14 singles Champion – Henry Henman

Meanwhile at Wellington, the U18 event was
underway. After two qualifying groups had been
played, the final group of four players comprised
Willem Sweet (Wellington), Max Trueman
(Seacourt), Magnus Garson (Radley) and last
years’ winner William Flynn (Seacourt). The group
was dominated by the two Seacourt boys, who
faced each other in the final.
In this match, the standard of play just got better
and better. Max Trueman, two years younger than
his rival, gave a great performance, but Will Flynn,
who works at the Seacourt club, prevailed after a
tough battle, winning 6-4 6-2.
Thanks go to CJR and Nino at Radley and Adam
Player at Wellington for all the hard work done that

Henry Weekes, being presented with his Runner-up Trophy for
the British U14 Singles Championship 2020 by Mick Dean.
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enabled this event to happen, despite some trying
external conditions.

aware that Real Tennis needs a pipeline of
Professionals and we are reaching out to you, as
active members in the sporting community, to assist
us in finding them.

Also, of course, thanks to the T&RA who sponsored
the event, to The Dedanists’ Foundation for
providing the enduringly-popular tournament shirts,
and to the parents, who coped graciously with the
restrictions on spectator numbers, which meant
each player could only be accompanied by one
adult.

The IiP programme will appeal to sports enthusiasts
who are considering a career in the sports industry
and have transferable skills from another sport such
as tennis, cricket, hockey or golf, for example. As
you may be active in more than one sport, we would
like you to consider whether you know of young
sports people who may wish to play our game and
potentially pursue a career through our
apprenticeship programme.

News of the Professionals
The previous paragraphs have dwelt on named
Professionals, who are so vital to the health and
vitality of the game for us amateurs, at whatever
level we play.

Many talented sports people would like to be
employed as a Sports Professional but may not be
given that opportunity in their chosen sports. The
question we are asking is do you have talented
friends, family or contacts within sport that may wish
to investigate this fantastic opportunity?

The scarcity of high-quality young Pros has been a
matter of concern for at least a decade and the
Tennis and Rackets Association has recently
launched another initiative to improve the
recruitment and retention of talented individuals,
who will be Club and Tournament Professionals.

Real tennis presents global opportunities for elite
level competition and professional positions at
highly regarded clubs.

This new scheme is called Investing in
Professionals, or IiP, which you can read more
about on its website: https://www.realtennisiip.com/

The IiP Recruitment Team is keen to talk with
potential candidates and promote the benefits of
joining as an apprentice. Please feel free to pass
this information onto your other sporting clubs and
distribute it to any sports players you think may be
interested. Below is a link to the new website which
describes the apprenticeship scheme and how to
apply. All applications will be managed quickly and
efficiently.
www.realtennisiip.com
News of Other Clubs
Bordeaux
As reported earlier, in mid-September, Nick Howell
arrived in Bordeaux to start his first appointment as
a Head Professional. Less than a week later, the
court was court by the Bordeaux city authorities for
a fortnight, they hoped. It remains closed and, as a
result of the national lockdown, re-opening before
the New Year is doubtful. This, at least, gives Nicky
the opportunity to work on his French and settle into
his new home in South West France.

An announcement was sent recently to all members
of the Tennis and Rackets Association, which read:
IiP
IiP is designed to provide a development platform
for our existing Professionals and an Apprenticeship
programme for new Professionals. We are very
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Holyport Real Tennis Club

constituted charity, the Real Champions Club. All the
living male and female champions have become
patrons.

The Berkshire club warrants a mention because
Levi Gale, who did such sterling work at Radley, is
spending part of his working week at Holyport and
is thoroughly enjoying his new work routine. He has
not lost his connection with us at Radley, though.
Read below about his place in the team
representing Radley in the National League Division
for players in the handicap range of 10-15.

The RCC exists to raise funds to support the IiP
initiative and to assist in the development of the
amateur sport of Real Tennis for public benefit in
the wider community and will raise funds for all the
above principally from subscriptions, social and
sporting events. It is staffed entirely by amateur
players and all are volunteers.

Oratory Real Tennis Club

For the record, CJR is member number 1 and MHT
is member number 2 out of the current roster of
100. Do join us, as support is most welcome from
the tennis community and taking out a membership,
is an excellent way to help. Membership is available
to all players: https://www.realchampionsclub.com.

Back to school for the World Champions!

Rob and Claire Fahey have spent their first halfterm at the Oratory School, and we hear great
things about the level of activity at the court and
continuing renaissance of the club.

Although only a few months old, the RCC has already
been able to donate £37,500 to the IiP and is the
second largest donor to that scheme after the T&RA.
The RRC’s first bulletin reports that the first of the
anticipated group of four trainees is due to start
shortly at Wellington and that a second person is
currently under consdieration by another club.

Rob Fahey, the current Men’s World Champion
(who is due to defend in May 2021 the title that he
reclaimed in such dramatic fashion in 2018), has
been appointed Head Professional and being
assisted part-time by our own Levi Gale.

Only a small number of clubs, including Radley, are
regarded as providing appropriate training
environments for this category of young
professionals. We look forward with anticipation to
the announcement of further developments and the
recuritment
of
promising
young
trainee
professionals.

The Real Champions Club
The photo of Rob and Clare Fahey above shows
them wearing their personalised gilets, as befits their
status as World Champion Patrons of the newly
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New Court Schemes
Holland
Anyone who has witnessed the members of the
the Nederlandse Real Tennis Bond (the Dutch Real
Tennis Association) playing at tournaments around
the world, not least playing their annual
championships at Radley, knows how they relish
their tennis. The Bond, formed in 1986, and is based
in The Hague, acts as the national body for the game
and has as a main objective the bringing of the game
back into play in Holland, by adapting an historic
court or building a new one.
It is six years since MHT last visited the court in Pau,
and I thought you might enjoy some photos that show
how it was then and the much less dilapidated state
it is in today. The hope is that the court will be
restored to it proper function as a real tennis court,
as it was adapted (tambour, dedans penthouse and
back penthouses being removed) after WWII and
turned into a trinquet for the playing of various
Basque games. There are now very few non-tennis
users of this court and about a dozen much better
trinquets in the town.
Real tennis has been
permitted, though only at restricted times, for the past
ten years.

The Bond website features a photo of the Radley
court, their spiritual home. It was extremely sad that
we were not able to hosted a group from Holland this
August. Now, if they had their own court…
Various schemes have been mooted over the years
but although there have been lawn tennis clubs
interesting in adding the game to their facilities, court
construction has foundered over local planning
regulations and the availability of a suitable space.
Discussions have suddenly accelerated with the
designer of a new municipal sports park, to be called,
‘The Strip’, on a road called Laan Van Poot, which is
set back from the beach, behind the West Dunes in
the resort suburb of Scheveningen. This was a very
fashionable seaside spot in the 19C and is an area
with considerable charm, historic buildings and a
sizeable all-year round local community.

It now seems that the Mayor of Pau is serious about
restoring the court, as it is unique in the Basque
country. The strong hope of the tennis players is that
the conversion will be completed by May 2021.

The Dutch cross their thumbs and not their fingers
and worry about bears in the road rather than bumps.
We will cross our thumbs and hope that no bears
appear. Good luck with this project!
Pau
Pau, in the foothills of the Pyrenees and close to the
French border with Spain, is lucky enough to have a
court still standing, although inside it has been rather
messed about. The court was built in 1887 and is the
same design as the courts in the Tuilleries Gardens.
While CJR and MHT were in South West France
during the summer, they were invited over to join a
group of players at the court and for lunch afterwards.

The side of the court by the road through Parc Beaumont.
Taken in May 2014
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The side of the court by the road through Parc Beaumont.
Taken in August 2020

A view into the court through the perpex sheets that have replaced the
Dedans Gallery. The natural lighting of the court is superb but the
choice of wall colour makes it look a bit like an aquarium

The ‘distressed’ front of the court in 2014

It really was pretty dreadful in 2014

We look forward very much to welcoming you back t
Radley as soon as possible. Until then, we
recommend following John Moule’s advice and being
‘relentlessly positive over the coming six weeks.’
Thank you for your continuing and characteristically
magnificent support of the real tennis court and club
at Radley. Stay safe, stay fit and stay well.
This Newsletter, the tenth of 2020, was compiled by
Maggie Henderson-Tew.

The smartly restored front of the tennis court (note the dual language)
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