
1 

 

summer 

 

 

 
 
 
 
It feels like (and is, sorry) a long time since the 
Spring Club Newsletter in March and a good deal 
has happened at RCTC and in the tennis world in 
the interim.   
 
What follows is another lengthy edition, comprising 
event reports, announcements and items of tennis 
news collected over the past few months.  It rounds 
off last season and previews the one that has just 
begun.    

 
New members and players 

 
Welcome! 
 
Welcome to all those who have joined RCTC 
recently and/or just taken up real tennis.  If you are 
in the latter group, then a lifetime of obsession, with 
its inevitable frustrations and delights, awaits you!   
 
In the last newsletter, we mentioned the literature 
relating to real tennis, if you want to immerse 
yourself further in the history and practice of the 
game.  The club has an extensive selection of 
Ronaldson Publication titles and other books for 
sale relating to the history and playing of real tennis. 
RonPubs was set up by Chris Ronaldson’s father, 
Bruce, to publish ‘Tennis - A Cut Above The Rest’ in 
the early 1980s and, ever since then, the company 
has been publishing new titles and reprinting 
historical ones relating to the game.    
 
If you are one of these players who is keen to visit 
other, and perhaps all, courts and experience their 
variation of bounce, light, angles and height (not to 
mention the balls!), there is a new book just 
published, that will interest you.  Compiled by Ed 
Hughes, a Past President of the US Court Tennis 
Association, it is entitled ‘A Tennis Passport’, which 
is, effectively, the I-Spy (remember those…) book of 
real tennis courts currently in play.  

 
 
Please ask the Pros for further details or look at the 
website: www.ronpubs.com.   
 

 
 
Growing the game - 
 
The Tennis & Rackets Association, our national 
governing body, has released a short promotional 
video to encourage more new players to try tennis, 
which can be accessed via the following link: 
 
https://www.tennisandrackets.com/news/t-ra-
promotional-video. 
 
Please share it with anyone you think might be 
interested.  

Club News 

Changes afoot – 
 
A significant development will soon take place at 
Radley, as we are about to enter a ‘twinning’ 
relationship with the real tennis court being built in 
Bordeaux.   
 
Recent photos of the court under construction can 
be seen later in this newsletter. 

 

      Radley College  
         Tennis Court 
        

           ‘Half a Yard’ - The Club Newsletter Autumn 2019   

http://www.ronpubs.com/
https://www.tennisandrackets.com/news/t-ra-promotional-video
https://www.tennisandrackets.com/news/t-ra-promotional-video
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As soon as the construction of the new Jeu de 
Paume de Bordeaux is complete and the court is 
ready for play, the re-born club will be launched and 
run by Team Radley, comprising CJR, Nino and 
MH-T, who will continue to be responsible for the 
successful operation of the Radley court and club.  
 
The way it will work is this; for a maximum period 18 
months, Team Radley will ensure that, at any time, 
there will be a Pro at both courts. It is expected that 
CJR will spend about 60% of his time in Bordeaux 
and Nino will be there approximately 40% of the 
time. Maggie will shuttle between the two locations.  
 
We are hugely grateful to Radley College for its 
support of this project, which should make the 
critical difference to the future of tennis in Bordeaux. 
Every successful new court helps to encourage 
further court building around the world. 
 
We will, however, be making some changes to the 
way in which the Pros operate, to avoid total burn-
out, given the alteration of their routine.  
 
From 1 January 2020, the hours during which there 
will be a Pro on duty at the court will reduce to 
09.00-19.00, on the usual seven day a week basis. 
You will still be able to book lessons outside these 
hours but on some days it may not be possible.  
Play will continue to take place, as now, well 
outside these hours of .9.00-19.00 and the 
arrangements for access will be confirmed closer to 
the start of this new regime.  
 
To ensure that the customary high level of service 
for our Radley members can be maintained, Team 
Radley will be augmented by other Pros, such as 
Adam Phillips whom many of you know well 
already, and interns/stagiaires who will work part-
time at Radley and Bordeaux.  
 
The team of interns/stagiaires will be a multi-
national group of players of all standards who are 
enthusiastic, hard-working passionate about their 
tennis and prepared to work in French. While the 
majority will be gap-year students, recent graduates 
or on school/university holidays, there will also be 
those taking early, mid and late-career sabbaticals 
and joining the team for periods of 1-6 months. If 

this sounds of interest to you or you know anyone 
who might be a candidate, please speak to CJR. 
 
The team of interns/stagiaires will be particularly 
important in Bordeaux, where there are very few 
remaining real tennis players. Bringing new players 
into the game will be vital to the new court’s 
success and the stagiaires will keep the court 
buzzing.  Amongst other objectives, they will be 
tasked with enticing local players of other racquet 
sports to try Jeu de Paume and the stagiaires will 
be able to improve their own game, help the new 
starters and spend a lot of time on court. 
 
To put this activity in Bordeaux into context, CJR 
has kindly written the piece below about tennis in 
that city.   

 
 
A brief history of tennis in BORDEAUX - 

 
CJR writes: 
 
Although there may have been earlier courts in 
Bordeaux, the first one to be recorded dates from 
1460.  Since then, there have been at least twenty 
courts in the city centre, the last of which, in rue 
Rolland, survived until 1977.  Faced with high 
running costs and urgently needed maintenance, 
the club elected to follow Melbourne's example by 
selling a valuable inner-city site and moving to a 
suburb. 
 
This new building, in Merignac, to the west of the 
city, opened in 1978 and struggled from the outset. 
The club's president and vice-president both died 
suddenly within a few months of the court’s 
opening, unsuccessful professionals were 
appointed and, just four years later, the club went 
bankrupt and prepared to close.   
 
The world champion of the time, Chris Ronaldson, 
wrote to the new president, Jack Douay, asking to 
be allowed to attempt a salvage operation and, after 
much negotiation, Chris assembled a large team, 
which energised and mobilised the court.  Nineteen 
enthusiasts worked there during the first year, but 
the key appointment was that of a young Jonathan 
Howell, who had the court buzzing for the rest of the 
1980s.  
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After Jonathan left, the Merignac court never thrived 
in the same way, with dwindling usage and divisions 
within the club.  Running at a loss and facing costly 
repairs, the club decided to sell up in 2013, in the 
hope of relocating with greater success.    
 
After six years and much searching, current 
president Paul van der Linden and his committee 
have found a promising new site, in a multi-sport 
setting.  A new club, designed by architect and club 
member, Henri Blanchot, has taken shape and the 
latest court to grace Aquitaine will open in the next 
few months, probably early in 2020.  It is vital that 
the new facility starts on a sound footing and the 
College has given Team Radley, led by Maggie, 
Nino and Chris, permission to build a new 
membership, for a year and a half. 
 

 
The logo of the Jeu de Paume de Bordeaux 

 
It is an exciting prospect, but we shall need your 
support, principally in bearing with various staff 
comings and goings, but also, we hope, with some 
visits to Bordeaux.  It is a lovely city in a very 
attractive region and, of course, you will be able to 
play your favourite sport!   
 
The court is only seven minutes’ drive from Arrivals 
at Bordeaux’s airport, Merignac.  Getting there is so 
straightforward that you could even come over for 
the day, but it would be a great pity not to stay 
longer and see more of what the city and environs 
have to offer.      
 
 
 
 

Real Tennis with altitude -  
CJR’s report on Radley v Kilimanjaro: 
 
At 10am on Sunday 10 August 2019, seven 
members of Radley College Tennis Court took their 
first tentative steps up Kilimanjaro, which is Africa's 
highest mountain at 5,895 metres.  They carried 
with them an array of racquets and balls, much to 
the puzzlement of their porters. Their mission; 
tennis at altitude.   
 
The Radley team was accompanied by nine porters, 
four guides and two cooks, expertly led by head 
guide Aron Teete, who has made an extraordinary 
number of ascents (in excess of 350) over a period 
of twenty years.   
 
Aron's expertise can hardly be over-stated, dealing 
with all our needs, from minor aches and ailments 
to badly injured knees, with calm efficiency. 
 

 
 

Bob Wilson, Tim Lancaster, CJR, Barry Toates, Tori Toates, Lea Van 

der Zwalmen and Tim Batstone 

 
It quickly became apparent that one of the climbers, 
Tim Batstone, was in a class of his own on the 
mountain.  His strength and stamina were such that 
we only saw him fleetingly at the beginning and end 
of each day.  He reached the summit, Uhuru Peak, 
a whole day before the main party and then waited 
for the laggards to catch up - and climbed to the top 
again. 
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‘Yours, partner…’  Doubles practice before the Kilimanjaro  

climb for Bob Wilson and Tim Lancaster 

 

For the rest of us, the first four days were spent 
slowly ascending the great mountain.  On average 
we covered ten kilometres and a thousand vertical 
metres per day, while the vegetation gradually 
changed from tropical rain forest to wooded 
pastures, to shrub land, to rocky desert moonscape. 
Progress was monitored closely by our guides, to 
make sure that we acclimatised steadily.  
Nights were spent in wooden huts, each of which 
slept four people.  Some sleep was had, aided by 
the hot water bottles so thoughtfully provided by 
Aron, but our three champion snorers, who shall not 
remain nameless, being Tim Lancaster, Barry 
Toates and Bob Wilson, thoughtfully took it in turns 
to snort, so that we were never without a gentle 
background roar.   
 
Special tribute must be paid to the young and steel-
willed pair of Lea Van der Zwalmen and Tori 
Toates, who took cold showers each night using 
water that was straight off the glacier. The older 
members of the party, the gentlemen, were much 
less brave.  
 
Summit day was Thursday 14 August and the party 
set off at midnight, having had no sleep and nothing 
to eat for many hours (the altitude inducing nausea 
rather than hunger) in bitter cold, a cruel wind and 
with precious little air to breathe at the high 
altitude.  Having written all that, doughty Tim 
Batstone appeared entirely unaffected by the 
conditions and seemed to treat the ascent as an 
after-dinner stroll. The rest of us struggled to make 

the first objective, Gilman's Point, finding it hard to 
cover the required four kilometres in six hours.  
 
Once there, the group circled round the rim of the 
crater to Uhuru Peak, arriving there at 7.22am, in a 
state of utter exhaustion.  Except Tim, of course, 
who had already done it once and looked as fresh 
as a daisy. 
 

 
 

Tennis players at their peak 

 
Out came the racquets and balls and a single rest 
was played, as the physical condition of the 
climbers meant the best of three 6-game set idea 
had to be shelved.  We lined up for summit photos 
in the sunrise, with amazing glaciers to the south.   
 
The descent to Kibo Hut, where we had tried to 
sleep the night before, took a further two and a half 
hours, after which we rested for three hours.  For 
most of us, it was the hardest physical thing that we 
had ever undertaken.  
 
Here we discovered that Barry had damaged a 
knee so badly that Aron had to arrange for a 
stretcher to take him down to the next camp.  The 
next morning, he was still unable to walk and so a 
jeep was commissioned to take him to the finish 
line.  The rest of us pounded down the slopes, 
rejoicing that every step we took was in thicker air.   
 
Our successful expedition culminated with a 
wonderful meal at Aron's home, where his 
hospitality matched his professional competence.    
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Water and Plastic Cups – 
 
Tanzania has banned plastic.  Back at Radley, we 
are trying to do the same. Thank you for your 
support of our efforts to reduce plastic waste by 
eliminating single-use cups at the club and 
throughout Radley College Sport Centre. 
 
If you forget your water container or do not have 
one, Radley College-branded water bottles and 
small bottles of water are available at modest cost 
from the Pros. The water fountain in the club room 
remains in place.  
 

Club Tournaments 
 

RSPB –  
 
Actually, these letters are nothing to do with birds 
but stand for the newly-formed The Radley Society 
for the Protection of Bisques, which held its first 
gathering in late July.   
 
If this all sounds a little strange, allow Chris Lintott, 
who dreamt it all up, to explain: 
 
Those who have inspected the trophy cabinet at the 
club recently may have noticed an unusual new 
presence, in the form of Larry the Lobster.  
This magnificent and occasionally surprisingly 
dynamic (see photo of CL and MH-T below), 
specimen was the prize at a tournament held on the 
28th July under the auspices of the (probably 
fictional) Radley Society for the Protection of 
Bisques.  
 

 
 

Maggie was VERY surprised by Larry 

 
Teams from Hampton Court and Oxford, along with 
a East Anglican mélange of Cambridge and Prested 
players took on a home team consisting of Liz 
Leach, Andrew Leslau, Tim Roberts, Ian Williams 
and Maggie Henderson-Tew, who morphed into 
Mike Henman later in the day. Andrew and Ian 
kicked off the first of twenty matches at the ungodly 
hour of 8am, and immediately found themselves 
struggling with the tournament's rules. 
 

 
 

The appropriately Medieval punishment list/rules of the RSPB,  

which were strictly enforced, of course. 

A bisque is a point which can be claimed at any 
point during a set (except when the ball is in play - 
that would just be silly), used instead of two 
handicap points. To make life more fun (and more 
complicated) both pairs in this competition were 
awarded extra half-bisques, which can nullify 
chases or turn an opponent's fault into a double.  
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It's fair to say that to begin with everyone was 
confused - Derek Williams from Oxford ended the 
day acting as ball boy as penance for some 
infringement or other - but by lunchtime the dedans 
was alive with discussions of strategy and tactics. 
 
Making the game more complicated may not seem 
like an obvious recipe for fun, but the extra twist to 
the rules made for an entertaining after that was 
enjoyed by everyone. The RTC team had come 
prepared with a combination of highly colourful 
outfits including some extremely distinctive shiny 
lobster-red shorts for one team member.  
 
 

 
 

The triumphant ‘Bisqueteers’, making the rather silly lobster claw 

sign needed to signal the use of a bisque during play 

 

Competition throughout was fierce, but Radley won 
out with 7 victories, just ahead of RTC on 5 and 
Oxford and East Anglia on 4 a-piece.   

 
Special mention to Liz Leach who won the MVL 
(Most Valuable Lobster? Ed.) award with four wins 
from four, including a nail-biting 6/5 with Maggie 
against the experienced pair of Owen Saunders and 
Giles Doy from RTC.  
 
That result means that Larry will live in the Radley 
clubroom for the next year, before what will 
hopefully be an expanded Bisque tournament next 
summer. All are welcome to admire him - but don't 
push the button too often. 

 
‘Hangover’ Doubles 2019, and 2019 (not a typo!) 
 
Since the court was built and the club opened, an 
essential part of Radley’s New Year celebrations 
has been the ‘Hangover’ Handicap Doubles 
tournament, played over the Christmas/New Year 
holiday period.  This year, because of the way the 
weekends fall, the selected dates are between 
Christmas and New Year, on 28 and 29 December. 
Please mark your diaries. 
 
In recent years, this popular event has been 
renamed The Charlie Hodgson Trophy, given in 
memory of one of our most enthusiastic members, 
who died suddenly and very prematurely in 2015.  
 
John Matthews and Christopher Mackarness won 
the 2019 trophy back in January and so, should 
they team up again, would have the unusual 
opportunity of winning the same trophy twice in the 
same calendar year! 
    

  
 

The January 2019 winners, John Matthews and Christopher 

Mackarness, pictured with the Charlie Hodgson Trophy  
 
This fun event will, as always, feature variations on 
normal rules, fancy dress and a half-bisque  
per match awarded to those who play in a silly hat. 
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Intra-Club Competitions 
 
Night Pennant - 
 
The Autumn Night Pennant, the first of the season, 
has begun and is for players in the handicap range 
of 50-60. As usual, this two-person team event, in 
which everyone plays singles and doubles, will be 
played on Thursday nights until the end of the year.  
 
Chris will email all members in due course about 
the Winter Night Pennant, which will kick-off in the 
New Year and will be for those in the handicap 
range of 60-70. 
 
Radley Handicap Championship - 
 
The annual singles handicap event, in which almost 
all club members take part, is well under way and 
has now reached the knockout stages.  
 
The Winner and Runner-up will be invited to take 
part in a tournament held at Bridport in January 
2020, The Chetwood Cup, in which they will 
compete against their opposite numbers from each 
UK club to crown The Champion of Club 
Champions.   
 

 
 

Inter-Club Matches 
 

The Franklin Solicitors Thames Valley League – 
 
The 2019/2020 season’s FSTVL competition begins 
this month and will run through to the end of April 
next year.   
 
Thank you, once again, to the 24 club members 
who played in Radley’s eight-person team over the 
course of last season’s competition. We finished 
third, behind three-time winners Oratory in second 
place and Oxford, who beat them by just one point.   
 
Our campaign begins on 29 September with an 
away match at Wellington.  Having won the 
tournament in 2018, we are eager to get off to a 
very good start.  Good luck team! 
 

 
 

Elite Tennis News 
 

The Men’s World Championship Challenge 2020  
 
It was announced on 7 March 2019 that the defence 
of the Men’s World Championship Singles title, 
reclaimed in such astonishing fashion by Rob 
Fahey at Queen’s Club in May 2018, will take place 
during April 2020. The last time the title was 
reclaimed by a previous winner over 100 years ago, 
then Rob did it in 2018.  Can Camden reclaim his 
crown? 
 
The 2020 event will be staged at The Prested Hall 
Real Tennis Club and by then, Rob will be almost 
52 years old.  Surely not possible… but who would 
bet against him doing it one more time? 
 
IRTPA Singles Championship – 
 
The International Real Tennis Professional 
Association Singles Championship, sponsored by 
ex-Pro and major donor to real tennis in the UK, 
Peter Lucke-Hille, will be played from 7-14 October 
at Wellington Real Tennis Club. 
 

 
 

Ex-Radley Assistant Professional, John Lumley, in full flow above, 

will be playing in the IRTPA tournament next month 

 
The tournament will attract the top players in the 
world to compete for the prestigious title, but, more 
importantly, it will be the penultimate opportunity to 
earn precious world ranking points to enter the 
Challenge Race to determine the top 4 world 
ranked players. These men will enter a challenge 
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competition to play the current World Champion, 
Rob Fahey, at Prested Hall on 22/24/26th April 
2020 - so there is a huge prize at stake. 
 
To book your tickets, go to: 
https://wellingtoncollege.ticketsolve.com/shows/873
603813/events.  
 
The Men’s British Open Singles – 
 
The qualifying event for the main tournament will be 
held at Radley on Wednesday 13 and Thursday 14 
November.  The British Open itself will be held at 
Queen’s Club from 17-26 November. 
 
There will be some excellent tennis throughout the 
qualifying, so please drop in at any time, particularly 
when Nino is playing.  He will greatly appreciate as 
much home support as possible. The draw will be 
published in early November and an email will be 
sent to all club members about the matches on 
show.  

International Tournaments at Radley 
 
Scottish Singles and Doubles Championships 
 
‘The Glorious Fifth’ iteration of the Scottish National 
Championships was held in early May and were as 
well-supported and thoroughly enjoyable as ever 
Many thanks to our most sponsors, Pol Roger, 
Glenfarclas and Tunnock’s, whose generosity was 
enjoyed by everyone who played. All matches were 
played off handicap and the Singles was won, for 
the third time by Adam Jeffery, who beat defending 
champion Hamish Dron in a thrilling Final.   
 

 
 

Jeremy Gibb, in a Tunnock’s shirt, presented the 

Singles Runners-Up prizes to Hamish Dron. 

The lack of a photo showing the winner was a 
tournament organiser’s oversight, although Adam 
was tactful enough to say that it was fine, as 
Hamish is much more photogenic.  Sorry, Adam, 
but we can only agree.  
 
The Doubles was won by an event-debutant, 
Jeremy Gibb, who has been counting the days for 
several years until he could move to Edinburgh from 
Tokyo, with the sole motive of playing in this 
tournament. He made the wait worthwhile by 
winning the Doubles title with Alan Moug.  
 
This win complicated the award ceremony.  As 
Jeremy was representing Tunnock’s at the 
tournament, as Mr and Mrs Fergus Loudon of 
Tunnock’s were sadly unable to join us this year, he 
presented the Singles trophy, together with armfuls 
of Tunnock’s merchandise and Pol Roger 
champagne, to Adam, but could not present himself 
with the Doubles Trophy.  
 
MH-T and her splendid catering assistant over the 
weekend, daughter Georgie Henderson-Gibb, did 
the honours, as four hands were needed rather than 
two for the number of prizes.  See below for graphic 
evidence. 
 

 
Jeremy Gibb, Alan Moug, Georgie Henderson-Gibb and 

MHT (yes, standing on a box, but she can’t remember why) 

 

The tournament was a feast of tennis, Scottish food 
(provenance and recipes) and banter.  Physiques 
were maintained in top condition and spirits were 
kept high by the heady mix of Tunnock’s Tea Cakes 
and haggis, although not usually on the same plate.    

https://wellingtoncollege.ticketsolve.com/shows/873603813/events
https://wellingtoncollege.ticketsolve.com/shows/873603813/events
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Irish Open  
 
In early June, the much longer-established Irish 
Open Championships were held at Radley and we 
had a local winner for the 17th edition. Hearty 
congratulations to Henry Henman, who won the 
Singles handicap event, while The Doubles 
handicap was won by Richard Ramjane and James 
Rossiter. 
 
Dutch Championships 
 
The longevity of both the Scottish and Irish 
Championships was totally eclipsed by that of the 
Dutch.  
 
The 32 previous Dutch Championships have all 
been held in England and the turnout was 
particularly high this year for the 33rd. Indeed, one 
Radley Social was not enough this year and nearly 
60 Dutch visitors from the same lawn tennis club in 
The Hague spent five, initially rather chilly and 
latterly lovely, August days at Radley, not only 
enjoying their real tennis, but also the golf, lawn 
tennis and rackets and many social events.   
 
They managed to cram in Men’s and Ladies’ 
Singles tournament, with Plates, and a doubles 
handicap event – and that was just on the real 
tennis court.   
 
The rapid improvement of players over the course 
of ‘Dutch Week’ is evidence of the force that the 
Dutch would rapidly become in the world of real 
tennis if they had their own court and could play 
more than a few days a year.   
 

National Tournaments 
 

The 2019 Over-60 Amateur Doubles – 
 
Radley again hosted this tournament, which was 
held on the 15th of September.  This year, the 
handicap range was unusually wide, at over 30 
points, although the matches were all played level. 
The title was won by Philip Shaw-Hamilton and 
Mark Nicholls who beat Paul Weaver and Duncan 
Colquhoun 8/7. The all-Radley pair of Mick Dean 
and Tony Munsey, came fourth.  
 

 
The Brodie Cup – 
 
The Brodie Cup is Radley’s main event in the 
national inter-club competition calendar.  The 
Brodie is for players in the handicap range of 30-50 
and we have not yet entered teams in The Field 
Trophy and The Pol Roger Trophy, which are for 
the strongest club players, with handicaps of 15-30 
and 0-15 respectively.  
 
To remind you, Radley has a very strong record in 
the Brodie Cup, having reached the Final in four of 
the past six years and won the Cup in 2017 and 
2018 with victories over our friends and rivals at 
Oxford.  Last season, we lost in the Semi-Final to 
Seacourt, who then lost to Oxford in the Final, in 
March, which returned to Bridport, its usual venue.       
 
The Oxford captain and Radley member, Chris 
Lintott, immediately wrote to MH-T, the Radley team 
captain, with a message in which he looked forward 
to (yet) another Oxford v Radley Final in this 
season’s competition. The challenge has been 
issued and our sights are firmly set on that target.   
 
And so, it begins!   
  
The draw for the 2020 Brodie Cup has just been 
published and, Radley has given a ‘bye’, which we 
have received every year since we first entered the 
competition five years ago, in the Preliminary 
Round. We will play either Cambridge or Bristol in 
the First Round at Radley on Sunday 17 November.  
A win that day will propel us into the Quarter Finals, 
which will take place at Radley on Sunday 8 
December.   
 
Spectators will be most welcome at both these 
home matches and lunch will be available.  
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The Ladies Real Tennis Association U21 Singles 
Championship 2019 - 
 
This inclusive handicap tournament, which is open 
to girls of any standard, will be played at Radley 
over the weekend of 23/24 November. Please 
encourage any eligible players to enter. 
 

Juniors 
 
Radley College remains the dominant force in inter-
school real tennis nationally and is tipped to do well 
once again in the National Inter-School Singles 
Championship, which will be played on 1 December 
at Radley and Wellington.  It will be followed swiftly 
by the U18 Singles Handicap tournament on 14/15 
December, also to be held at Wellington.  
 
Our club has other fine junior players who attend 
other schools and who have achieved success on 
court in the UK and overseas.  Henry Henman won 
the Schools U14 Doubles title (for Magdalen 
College School), in addition to his other successes 
this year. 
 
French Junior Championships 2019 –  
 
Congratulations to Magnus Garson on his first 
victory in a national age category tournament. In 
April he beat Bertie Vallat in a thrilling Final of the 
U15 event.  The match ended 8-7, which went 
against the slight handicap advantage of Bertie. We 
are told that parental nerves were in shreds on both 
sides… 
 
Congratulations once more to Henry Henman, who 
had such a strong season, and added the French 
U13 title to his British U12 win last year. 

 
The National Junior Age-Category 
Championships 2019 -  
 
There was a fine group of Radley entrants to this 
hotly contested tournament held at Queen’s in 
August.   
 
Commiserations to Henry Henman, who went the 
furthest of the Radley players, but lost to Bertie 
Vallat in a thrilling and high-quality final of the U14s, 
played level.  Bertie, five points stronger on paper, 
came into the tournament on a run of form, having 

recorded ten W! results in a row (including three in 
one day, which is truly worthy of ‘!!!’), over one 
week on the court at Queen’s on which the Final 
was played. Bertie’s return of serve was particularly 
impressive, and his consistency of shots was high.  
 
He is older than Henry and so will not be eligible for 
the U14s next year, while Henry has another 
opportunity to compete for that title.  
 
Well done to Ambrose and Laszlo Garson, who 
were both making their first appearances in at the 
championships. Ambrose got through to the final 
four in the U14’s event and Laszlo made it to the 
final four in the U12’s event. 
 
Honourable mention must also be made of Ed Alder 
and Alfred Backhouse’s successes. Ed was one of 
the final four in the U16s category and Alfred made 
it through to the final four in the U18s category. 
 

 
 

This splendid photo shows the proud winners of the National Age-

Category Tournaments 2019: Max Warner U12; Bertie Vallat U14:  

James Medlow U16; and William Flynn U18 

 
 
Top woman at Radley  
 
Lea Van der Zwalmen (H15.5) is currently at her 
lowest-ever handicap, after only two years playing 
the game. She retains her position as the number 
one amateur female real tennis player in the world 
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and is ranked number 127 in the world out of all 
tennis players.   
 
The gap between her and the multiple World 
Champion and Professional, Claire Fahey (H5.8), 
continues to close. 
 
In the past few months, Lea has celebrated the 
second anniversary of becoming a real tennis 
player and has made history by becoming the first 
woman to play in the French Singles Championship, 
the Racquet d’Or.   
 
There was some disappointing foot-dragging in the 
French tennis community about allowing a woman 
to play in this tournament, entry to which is 
determined on handicap and is for the lowest-
handicapped French players.  No French woman 
has been a possible entrant before and so Lea’s 
achievement should be loudly celebrated.   
 
She won her first-round match but lost in the 
second round to the eventual winner, Matthieu 
Sarlangue (H +0.1). He is the only French player in 
the draw for the 2019 French Open Singles 
Championship, due to take place in Paris from 21-
28 September.   
 

 
 

LVDZ in front of the Rackets Ladies World Championship 

honours board at Queen’s Club 

 

In May, Lea retained the Ladies Rackets’ World 
Championship she has held since 2015 and won 
the British Ladies’ Open Rackets title for the sixth 
year in a row.  
 

Lea completed her Economics and German degree 
in the summer and has just started at The 
University of Leuven on a one-year Masters degree 
course. We look forward to seeing her regularly on 
court at Radley and in Bordeaux. 

 
New and Old Court News 

 
Bordeaux - 
 
The following photos show the progress of the 
Bordeaux court construction project: 
 

 

The Bordeaux court on 2 Sept 2019 and below on 18 September
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  Le Jeu de Paume de Bordeaux 

 

The Bordeaux court on 18 Sept 2019 

Dublin - 

What follows is a summary from the Irish Real 
Tennis Association’s website of where things stand 
with regard to the use of the former Guinness family 
court. The saga continues… 

 

‘In September 2016, planning permission was 
granted for the development of a science museum 
on the site which includes the real tennis court 
building. As part of that permission, the real tennis 
court can be used for temporary exhibitions.  

 

An Bord Pleanála imposed the condition that 'The 
developer shall submit a detailed proposal to the 
planning authority for the temporary re-instatement 
of the penthouse galleries and any other essential 
features required for playing Real Tennis matches.'  

 

Since then, the IRTA has repeatedly written to the 
relevant parties expressing our willingness to help 
meet this condition, in an advisory capacity and via 
our network of international experts. However, our 
offers have not been taken up, and to the best of 
our knowledge, no such proposal has been 
submitted. 

 

More recently, in November 2018, the chair of the 
National Children's Science Museum expressed 
frustration, writing in the Irish Times that 'the 
preparatory work by the OPW [Office of Public 

Works] seems to have come to a standstill, and the 
project is now so far off schedule, that planning 
permission could expire before the building work 
begins.' 

 

The consistent goal of the IRTA since its foundation 
in 1998 has been the return of the Dublin real tennis 
court to its intended purpose. With the situation as it 
is, then, the IRTA will continue to impress upon the 
relevant parties the exciting possibilities that a 
restored real tennis court in Dublin would bring.  

We will continue to offer to fund-raise, contact 
people with relevant expertise, and be part of 
ongoing promotional support to ensure a viable real 
tennis club in Dublin. Although it now seems not 
certain that the Science Museum will come to 
fruition, we will also continue to make ourselves 
available to those responsible for this project.’ 
 

Chinon – 

The derelict court stands at 10, rue de Jeu de 

Paume, in the centre of this beautiful medieval 

town. It was most recently used as a poultry 

warehouse; a sad and undignified fate for a once-

fine court built in 1590. The building has survived 

repeated threats of destruction and, happily, in 

2015, the city authorities gave it protection by listing 

it as an historic monument.   

The intention is to add the facilities of a modern club 

to the site, in the form of a club room, changing 

rooms and Pro shop while reconstructing the 

interior of the court and renovating the entire 

building, which will be set in a garden.  

It is an ambitious, important and expensive project 

and fund-raising is underway. If you would like to 

find out more or donate, email: 

jdpchinon@gmail.com. 

mailto:jdpchinon@gmail.com
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The Jeu de Paume of 1590 in Chinon 

The Rest of the World 

Charleston - 

There are no significant updates on the new court 

or renovation projects at Charleston. ‘Expect 

construction to commence in 2017…’ the website 

still says. Fund raising appears to have reached 

almost $2m but the project website has not been 

updated in April 2018 and no ground has yet been 

broken on the construction.  

Sydney - 

It is now just over a year since Heads of Agreement 

were signed for the construction of a new court at 

the Cheltenham Recreation Club in Sydney. Fund 

raising is well under way, with the target of A$2m.  

The members of the club without a court have 

raised travelling teams for regular matches over the 

past few years in Ballarat, Melbourne and Hobart 

and so, with all that enthusiasm, the court should 

get off to a flying start when it is completed and play 

begins. 

 

The new Sydney court at the Cheltenham Recreation Club  

should look like this 

Lambay Island, Ireland –  

No further news is forthcoming about the project of 

renovating the unique design of this early 20C 

roofless court, which has a tambour at both ends of 

the main wall.  

The Hague - 

The project of identifying a possible location for a 

new court continues, while the Dutch Real Tennis 

Association continues to thrive (see the earlier 

report of its closed Championships, held in August 

at Radley) and enthusiasm to expand the game 

there continues to grow. 

Washington – 

We have heard that the Washington Court will 

probably be rebuilt in the area around Fairfax in the 

next few years.  The soaring value of the land on 

which Prince’s Club stands has led to the real 

tennis club’s rental being doubled, meaning a re-

start elsewhere makes financial sense.  
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If you have not yet played on the Prince’s Court 

that, famously, has a main wall of glass from the 

service end to the tambour, don’t leave it too long. 

Health and Safety 

Eye Protection -  

Regrettably, there have been more serious eye 

injuries to tennis players since the last Radley 

newsletter.      

All Real Tennis players should be aware of the risks 

attached to the game and, especially, to the 

damage that can be done with a ball to the eye and 

the benefits of wearing eye protection. 

Below is a link to a page on the T&RA website 
which details a player's very serious eye injury on 
the court at Bridport just before Christmas and the 
results of an earlier audit carried out by the T&RA in 
2016 into the various types of eye protection 
available to players and the difference made when 
using it. 
 
Do read this article and, if you don’t wear eye 
protection already, please consider doing so: 
http://www.tennisandrackets.com/news/t-ra-eye-
protection-notice.  

 
Various types of protective glasses are freely 
available to borrow at Radley and are in a basket 
below the club notice board in the club room. 
No liability can be accepted by the club if you chose 
to play without eye protection.  

 

Take care on court and enjoy your tennis! 

 

 

 

 

This Radley College Tennis Club Newsletter, 

published in September 2019, was compiled by 

Club Captain, Maggie Henderson-Tew. 

 

 

Thanks to Radley member Freddy Adam  

 for this fine image of the court. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tennisandrackets.com/news/t-ra-eye-protection-notice
http://www.tennisandrackets.com/news/t-ra-eye-protection-notice

